The Parable of the Fool Emperor
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On the third year of the Pangzi Era, the year
of the Rabbit:

A great dragon appeared above the Forbidden
City and terrorised the people of Shuntian for
days. Its whiskers were as wide as the city
itself, and from its maw escaped a rancorous
screech that turned the rivers black with bile.
On the third day of the terror, a silver
merchant sent a written petition to the Pangzi
Emperor, who had been unseen for weeks,
hidden deep within the labyrinthine halls of
the Forbidden City. The petition begged for
the Emperor to do something about the
terror, as every day another crate of his
precious silver was being turned to copper
thanks to the curses of the vengeful dragon.

The petition arrived in the Hall of Mental
Cultivation," and an attendant placed it
carefully atop a pile of similar letters,
completely untouched. The Pangzi Emperor
grabbed it and, without even breaking the
seal, crumpled it and placed it inside the fire
he was using to boil a strange chemical broth.
The Hall for petitions had been converted
into an alchemical laboratory that had
consumed the Emperor's attention for weeks.
An attendant entered the room, but before
they opened their mouth they were viciously
shushed by the emperor, enraptured by the
roiling mercury in the vial before him.

"Can't you see? The Philosopher's Stone is
within my reach! Soon I shall have enough
gold to fill every valley in the realm, all to
myself! The next to interrupt my studies shall
be silenced by Lingchi!"*

With that, the flame flared and sent the
wretched emperor reeling back, his long
beard singed. From within the crackling
inferno, the image of the Moon Princess

! Structure within the Forbidden City used for the processing of "memorials," a Ming-era petitioning
system. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hall of Mental Cultivation

2 The "Death by a Thousand Cuts." h
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appeared, eyes glowing with fury.3

The Pangzi Emperor snarled at the
apparition, and grabbed from within his
ornate robes the Cross, the Star and Crescent,
and the Star of David to ward off what in the
West was a demon. Undeterred, the Moon
Princess spoke with the voice of a thousand
serpents:

"Small, foolish man. The Mandate of Heaven
slips from your grasp like sand through a
sieve. If you do not answer the Dragon's call,
it shall bury your palace in ash!"

The Emperor rose to his meagre full height
and glared defiantly at the deity within the
flames.

"This is my empire. All of its creatures, from
the lowly grasshopper to the fearsome
dragon, serve my will. In the mornings, they
face my palace from across the realm and bay
in my honour."

A dark cloud of smog crawled across the
ceiling, its tongues licking at the rafters. The
Moon Princess lifted her twelve right arms in
the sign of benediction* and spoke thus:

"My patience is worn thin. I cast you out into
the Land of Yi,> where you shall be forced to
earn your crown back. Return to these shores
with enough gold to fill your precious valleys,
and the throne shall be yours again. Until
then, you shall live the life of a pauper."

The great and terrible dragon tore the roof off
his chamber, and the stout Emperor gazed up
in terror before being lifted by the scruff of
his robes and flown out of the city, like a cat
with its child. The howling wind stripped the
rings from his fingers and the dress from his
body, so that by the time the beast had
crossed the vast ocean and sighted the barren
deserts of the East, he had nought but his

3 Chang'e, goddess of the moon. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chang%27e

4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hand of benediction

5 Barbarians. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongyvi,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hua%E2%80%93Yi

istinction
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loincloth.
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Wiz DL, unkempt, he gazed out at the endless
landscape which was now his home, and
scorned the heavens for his fate.




